
Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, 
since you yourselves also are in the body.  Hebrews 13:3 

 

And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name’s sake, will 
receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life.” - Matthew 19:29 

 
 

The Strategic Prayer Initiative – Winter 2021  
Praying for the Persecuted 

 
 

 1.  Ethiopia / Pray for Kofi, a former Muslim who converted to Christianity who has been attacked by local mobs because of his 
converstion.  An attack led to the amputation of his arm.  He says, “I am happy not only to give my hand for Jesus, but I am 
ready to give my life for faith in Jesus Christ.”  Pray for continued recovery, provision and witness in the area.                    
(Source:  www.icommittopray.com) 

 
 2.  A Muslim Nation / Pray for Christians like Charles, who endure suffering after converting to Christianity. After being 

beaten, kidnapped, poisoned, and rejected by his entire Muslim family, God showed mercy and spared his life. International 
Christian Concern helped him relocate from his Muslim community to a nearby country. Despite all of this, shortly after moving, 
Charles started evangelizing to Muslim fundamentalists in his new town. He is currently discipling nine Muslim men and says 
that he would pay any price for his faith!  Pray for protection and a fruitful ministry.  (Source:  www.persecution.org) 
 

 3. Iran / Pray for Iranian house church leaders who were arrested  and convicted of “spreading propaganda against the regime.”  
Pray for Saheb Fadaei who received a prision sentence of 18 month plus and additional 2 year internal exile punishment for 
political prisioners.  Pray for Fatimeh Bakteri who received a prison sentence of 12 months.  Reportedly, during the hearing a 
judge asked each one to renounce their Christian faith. They quickly refused.  Saheb is already serving another sentence in 
Tehran’s Evin Prison (known as Iran’s “torture factory"), along with Pastors Yousef Nadarkhani, Mohammadreza Omidi and 
Yaser Mosibzadeh. Each Iranian house church leader is serving 10-year sentences for “propagating house churches and promoting 
Zionist Christianity”. This new sentence is on top of the one he’s serving currently.  Pray that the Lord will encourage and 
strengthen Saheb and Fatimeh and their spouses and families, despite the injustices they face and that the Lord will bless and use 
Saheb, Yousef, Mohammadreza and Yaser while they’re held in Evin Prison. Pray also that the Iranian regime will stop targeting 
Christian converts and other minorities for their religious beliefs and related peaceful activities.  (Source:  www.persecution.org)  

 
 4.  North Korea / Pray for 70 year old "Mi-Ok" (a fourth generation believer) who was overwhelmed by God's love when she 

realized Christians were praying for believers in North Korea, where it is extremely dangerous to be a Christian.  Anyone who 
escapes the country and is exposed as a Christian faces life imprisonment in one of the country’s maximum security prisons—as 
does their family to the fourth generation. Pray for Mi-Ok and her family today.  (Source:  www.opendoorsusa.org) 

 
 5.  "Certain regions"  / Pray for Maria and other Christian girls like her who are targeted, kidnapped, forced to convert to Islam, 

then forcibly married to their captors. In certain regions, Muslim extremists have created an environment where rapists and 
kidnappers target women and girls.  Most girls never really convert, but under threats say they have.  Maria escaped and now her 
family lives in hiding.  Pray that Maria and other girls like her have the courage to stand up to an impossible system.  Ask God to 
help them heal and to feel His comfort and peace.  Pray for provision for her family.  (Source:  www.opendoorsusa.org) 

 
 6.  Nigeria / Pray for the community and families of the 110 farmers killed by Boko Haram Kill as they were working in their 

fields in Borno State, Nigeria.  Pray for comfort and peace for the families that are grieving. Pray for this community to rebuild 
following this attack. Pray for the authorities to quickly apprehend the attackers.  (Source:  www.persecution.org) 

 
 7.  China / Pastor Li Yingqian prays, “May the Lord provide us a place. May the Lord help us lean on His grace and guidance as 

we take each step and go to each place so that we can bear witness to his justice and mercy.” Continue to pray for Pastor Li 
Yingqian, a leading elder from the Early Rain church who has been forced out of Chengdu again after intense pressure. Elder Li 
Yingqiang was arrested a few days after lead pastor Wang Yi had been arrested.  Li Yingqiang spent eight months in prison 
before banishment from the city of Chengdu for one year.  After 12 months, Li Yingqiang, his wife, and his two small children 
returned to Chengdu to rejoin their church body, where they experienced heavy surveillance. Police even constructed a small 
house in front of his apartment building so they could monitor him 24 hours a day. They regularly visited his home to 
“investigate complaints,” forced his children to attend public school and did not allow them to travel or attend church. Finally, 
police informed Li Yingqiang that he was not welcome in Chengdu and advised him to leave. The family secured an apartment 
in Leshan, where they stayed for less than a week before their landlord informed the police he had rescinded their two-year lease 
agreement.  (Source:  www.icommittopray.com) 

 
 8.  Indonesia / Pray for a Christian woman in  Ngastema village who was told by local officials that she cannot renovate her 

house if she intends to use it for Christian purposes. The local village council of Ngastemi village sent a letter to the believer 
telling her that her Christian activities had caused unrest in the village. “It is prohibited to hold Christian meetings and/or prayer 
meetings … in order to create a harmonious atmosphere between people, especially in Karangdami colony,” the letter said. Pray 
that this woman along with other believers in her village will come to an agreement with authorities about practicing their faith.  
(Source:  www.icommittopray.com) 

 
 
 
 



 
 9.  Columbia / Pray for Christians in Columbia's northern states of Antioquia, Bolívar, Chocó and Córdova, where paramiliatary 

groups have closed at least 60 churches, tagging them with grafifiti of AGC, the largest drug-trafficking organization in Columbia.  
There are several armed groups fighting for control including FARC dissidents and a Mexican drug cartel.  Pray for the believers 
living under intense stress in this region.  (Source:  www.icommittopray.com) 

 
 10.  Laos / Pray for 16-year-od Monthida, a Laotian teenager, who was kicked out after her mother and stepfather realized she had 

become a Christian. Monthida, 16, accepted Christ after a friend brought her to church. When her mother found out Monthida had 
become a Christian, her stepfather worried he would lose his job if others discovered that someone in his family was a Christian. He 
and her mother tried many times to get Monthida to give up her faith, but she would not. Finally, her stepfather told Monthida not to 
come back home unless she was ready to renounce Christ. Monthida is now living with a pastor and his family.  Pray that Monthida 
will not be discouraged.  (Source:  www.icommittopray.com) 

 
 11.  Indonesia / Pray for comfort for the families that lost loved ones in the November 27, Islamist terrorists attack on a Salvation 

Army service post in Indonesia. Four Christians were brutally killed and homes of several Christians were burned down.  Ask God 
to protect Christians from persecution in the world’s largest Muslim nation and that the atrocities against Christians seen in the 
1990s would not return.  Pray that the government finds and prosecutes the perpetrators.  (Source:  www.persecution.org) 

 
 12.  Pakistan / Pray for Huma Younus, a 14-year-old Christian girl living in Pakistan, who was abducted at gunpoint, in October 

2019,  allegedly by a man hired by Huma’s parents as a driver for the family. While in captivity, Huma has been forced to convert 
to Islam, forced to “marry” her kidnapper, repeatedly raped, and isolated in a single room of her captor’s home.   

  (Source:  www.persecution.org) 
 
 13.  Iran / Pray for Ali and his son, who was expelled from school and lost his scholarship after Ali was imprisoned for his 

participation in a house church.  Ali says he is often insulted by other prisoners for his faith, but worrying about his family has 
overwhelmed him at times.  However, he says he is learning to turn to God in these moments and trust that both his life and his 
family’s lives are in God’s hands. Pray for Ali in prison, and pray for his family outside the prison as they navigate challenges 
without their husband and father.  (Source:  www.icommittopray.com) 

 
 14.  Egypt / Pray for peace for Egyptian Christians who were attacked by Islamic extremists mobs.  Pray that God continues to 

provide for Christians as local Muslims are calling for a commercial boycott against Christians and properties of Christians are 
being attacked.  Pray for peace between differing religious groups in Egypt. Pray for an end to the boycott of this Christian 
community.  Pray for the Gospel to spread among Muslims in this region.  (Source:  www.persecution.org) 

 
 15.  Pakistan / Pray for healing for Shiza, who was recently returned to her family after being abducted and abused by a group of 

Muslim men.  To cover their crimes, Shiza’s abductors forcefully converted her to Islam and married her to one of the assailants. 
Shiza was held captive by her abductors for nearly two months.  Pray for protection for her family from future attacks. Pray for 
Shiza’s abductors to be arrested and held accountable.  (Source:  www.persecution.org) 

 
 16.  Iraq / Pray for Christian families in Iraq who often have to flee after converting to Christianity.  Pray that they get the help they 

need from persecution support agencies like International Christian Concern who has helped families who flee to relocate in secrecy 
and reestablish their lives.  (Source:  www.persecution.org) 

 
 17.  COVID / Pray for believers in rural regions in India, Malaysia, Bangledash, Viet Nam, Philippines, Ethiopia, Gulf Region, 

and Nigeria who have been denied COVID food aid because of their faith.  Pray that God would continue to provide for 
believers and pastors.  Pray that they would be a light to their communities despite the additional hardship place upoin them.  
(Source:  www.opendoorsusa.org) 

 
 18.  Myanmar / Pray for other Christians in Myanmar like Leah.  Leah was kicked out of her villiage after her mother and sisters 

died.  The villagers isolated Leah to the point where she could no longer survive on her own.  She traveled to a nearby village where 
the missionary and pastor who had led her to Jesus Christ lived.  They have welcomed her into their village and have provided food 
and temporary housing for her. She is now attending a local church and growing in her faith.  Pray that Leah will continue to mature 
in faith and that God will continue to meet her needs through the local church.  Pray for her to receive opportunities to share her 
testimony with others.  Pray for protection and provision for Christians in Myanmar.  (Source:  www.icommittopray.com) 

 
 19.  North Korea / Pray for Christians in North Korea which has been labeled as the worst country in the world to be a Christian. 

Prison camps, torture, forced abortions, and other atrocities continue to plague the nation's Christians and anyone else who dares to 
speak out against the Kim regime.  (Source:  www.persecution.org) 

 
 20.  Cameroon / Christians in Cameroon ask for prayers for their enemies. Boko Haram, who has attacked Christian villages 

leaving the Christian communities physically and emotionally crippled.  Pray that the church be strengthened and encouraged.  
(Source:  www.opendoorsusa.org) 
 

 21.  Nigeria / Pray for Pastor Polycarp Zong (abducted by an Islamic group) and pray for Favina Alia and 4 other Christian women 
(abducted by Boko Haram) in Nigeria.  Pray for a quick release of these Christians.  Pray for wisdom and safety for Christans as 
they travel.  Pray for peace and comfort for these victims and their families.  Pray that God would thwart the plans of the enemy for 
believers in Nigeria.  (Source:  www.opendoorsusa.org) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 22.  Indonesia / Pray for the 25 children who witnessed their relatives beheaded, burned allive or other-wise murdered in an 

attack upon Christians in Indonesia by an ISIS-affliated group.  Pray the believers would be able to deeply sense the peace of 
Christ and that they would not be overcome by the righteous anger they feel.  Pray these believers will be able to forgive the 
people who have done these atrocities to their families.  Pray the kids in the village will grow up in the love of God, showing His 
gifts of forgiveness and reconciliation wherever they go.  Pray Open Doors and their partners will have wisdom in how to best 
help these believers now and in the future.  (Source:  www.opendoorsusa.org) 

 
 23.  India / Pray for the 80 Christian converts in the village of Singanpur in India where a mob of almost 2,000 attacked them 

and destoyed homes saying that since they became Christians the gods were angry with the villagers.  Pray for provision; some 
believers are living in their damaged houses without a roof.  Pray for their protection and comfort.  Ask God to soften the hearts 
of their persecutors.  Pray believers’ hope would come from God and that they will not be shaken (Psalm 62:5-6).                 
(Source:  www.opendoorsusa.org) 

 
 24.  India / Pray for Christian families in Chhattisgarh, India challenged by increased opposition to Christianity that has been 

embolden by COVID restrictions.  Pray for provision for Christians who, since coronavirus restrictions were placed in India, are 
not allowed to farm, which is their main source of income; live in ongoing fear of social excommunication; are prohibited from 
using communal wells; and Christian activities are closely monitored.  Villages where there are three or fewer Christian families 
impose strict guidelines on the Christians: if they perform any Christian activity in their house their land and property will be 
taken away.  For this reason, Christian families sometimes limit church attendance to once a month, walking great distances to 
attend.  Pray for 15 families in particular whom VOM is supporting at this time.  (Source:  www.icommittopray.com) 
 

 25.  Central Asia / Pray for a Christian family in Central Asia whose home was burned by Muslim extremists. The family had 
been taunted and persecuted by their neighbors since they left Islam to follow Jesus but the persecution has clearly escalated to a 
dangerous degree.  Please pray the family finds a place to stay. They currently are unable to live in their village. Pray the faith of 
the family will be strengthened and that they would not lose hope. Pray the family will be protected from further attack and that 
their neighbors will come to know Christ’s love.  (Source:  www.opendoorsusa.org) 

 
 26.  Cuba / Pray for the congregation of an Assemblies of God church whose church was demolished in Sanitago de Cuba by 

authorities, who gave pastor Alain Toledano 12 hours to demolish the church building before doing it themselves. They not only 
tore down the church shelter but also demolished the pastor’s wooden home, as church members sang hymns and wept. “The 
wave of persecution has arrived to the church,” wrote one Christian leader. The Assemblies of God, the largest denomination on 
the island, has been particularly targeted by the government, in part because of their vocal opposition to laws they view as openly 
contrary to Scripture. “We need your prayers for God’s intervention in our country,” the executive committee of the Assemblies 
of God in Cuba wrote.  (Source:  www.icommittopray.com) 

 
 27.  Somaliland / Pray for a Christian couple who have been arrested for spreading Christianity.  This arrest spurred local police 

to bring threats against believers and encourage citizens to report anyone spreading Christianity.  The local Christian community 
has reacted to the arrest and detention of the couple in great fear, with many believers are fleeing the region.  Please pray the 
detained couple and their three children will experience God’s closeness, peace and comfort and for them to be released soon. 
Pray for those who fled the country to be filled with God’s strength and wisdom as they choose if/when they will return. Pray the 
local Christian community will be strong, courageous and overcome their fear by pressing into Christ. Pray country church 
leadership has wisdom on how to handle this situation and that they would be able to continue their ministry without government 
interference.  (Source:  www.opendoorsusa.org) 

 
 28.  Kenya / Pray for Velma who lost her husband, Kevin, earlier this year. Kevin had been travelling home from Mandera, Kenya, 

where he worked. On the way, Islamic radical group al-Shabaab ambushed his bus and murdered him when he refused to recant his 
faith in Christ. Velma was five months pregnant when Kevin was killed. Pray for the protection of Christians in this area.  Thank 
God that International Christian Concern was there to provide food, clothes and then help Velma start a small business to provide 
for her children.  Pray that the radical groups that have carried out attacks in Nairobi, Mombasa, Lamu, and the three northeastern 
counties of Garissa, Mandera, and Wajir would be halted.  (Source:  www.persecution.org) 

 
 29.  Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) / Pray for the familes of the dozens of Christians killed, raped, kidnapped or injured 

in Eastern DRC by an Islamic militant group ADF.  These believers were told to either convert to Islam or die.  Pray for the 
pastor who after loosing 5 members in his family, saw his wife shot in the head and their 4 children cut into pieces with the 
sword becaue they refused to convert.  Pray for the safety of Christians in this region.  Ask God to strengthen them and 
encourage and comfort them.  (Source:  www.persecution.org) 

 
 30.  China / Pray for Chinese authorities to come to know Christ.  Ask that they soften the restrictions on believers in China.  A 

hotel was fined and money confiscated when they rented some space to Christians as authorities forbade Christians from 
gathering at church, home or even outdoors.  Officials have banned numerous underground churches in Fujian Province, with the 
goal of removing all underground churches within two years. Pray for the Christians in the province and throughout China to 
find new ways to gather in worship. Pray for these believers to be encouraged as they face growing oppression from government 
officials.  (Source:  www.icommittopray.com) 
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